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Introduction 
The question of what time is right to buy one’s kid a cell phone has been a debatable topic in the recent past. Many parents wrestle on the question of the appropriate time to have their children own cellphones. This question can best be answered based on the independence of the kids, whether there is a need for children to be in touch for safety reasons or even social ones, and how responsible they are. This paper is argumentative of the age at which parents should own their own phones. There are many concerns in answering the question. This is because smartphones are the key to an unrestricted access to the internet which is a double-edged sword.
It is indispensable that children have their own cellphones from the age of 14. This is because of the reasons discussed below. First, every parent would want to be sure of the safety and security of their children. For a teen of this age, having a phone is as important to them as it is to parents as it offers them the same kind of security as it does to parents. It is possible to make communication as one is just a text or a call away from them (Steve, 2016). Despite the rumbustious nature of some children at this age, it will just offer the security of their children and therefore be guaranteed peace of mind to the parents.
Secondly, a teen at 14 is, to some extent, responsible than those of the lower age and have an understanding of double edging nature of the internet. However, looking at this from the two side of the coin, a child of this age can use a smartphone in advancing in education through the most resourceful internet  educational research (MATT, 2018). This consideration is a driver that will make parents allow their kids have smartphones so that they can use the internet to further their research by using the internet in the most constructive way.
Thirdly, at this age, there is a pressure of the kids to fit in their social environment. They need to chat with their friends so that they don’t feel alienated from their friends and their social life (Steve, 2016). Many will consider their social life as being ruined if they don’t text and call their friends. There is need therefore to have them be slowly acquainted with technology and its working and so that they can grow responsibly understanding what is right and what is not.
In conclusion, it is undisputedly important that one considers the age of a kid before allowing them full access to fully-functional cell phones (smartphones). Parents should not only consider buying their kids cellphones simply to avoid them from having interest in their (parents’) cellphones. Instead, they should make much more consideration like the level of responsibility of their kids and how well they can take care of the cellphone. Also, it should not have an implication of distracting the kids from the most important things that matter to them then.
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